
The First Jon Williams Memorial Cleveland Classic Relay – Sunday 18th July 2021 

Thanks again to all runners, spectators and helpers, especially Alan Robertson who 

drove round ferrying runners from A to B and Terry Coupland who having run his leg 

on the morning then cycled alongside Vince (who had driven back from London on 

Sunday morning in order to run) on the long Marjory Bradley to Juniper Gate leg. 

 

Please find attached a summary of leg times from yesterday, points to bear in mind 

when interpreting the results and comparing with Mick’s times are: - 

 In general SmellyHelly runners on the day followed the advisory route for the 

Cleveland Classic whereas most runners in the Classic treated it more as an 

orienteering type event and used their ingenuity in going from control to 

control. This probably showed up mainly on Legs 6, 11 and 12, eg runners in the 

Classic used the road and the not the CW between Skinningrove and Cowbar, 

they also avoided going up to Captain Cook’s monument, and took a more direct 

line than the CW from Gribdale to Roseberry. 

 My assessment of the shortcuts is that at best it would save 60 minutes, so 

our time of 10 hours 3 minutes could be rounded down to 9 hours which is still 1 

hour 20 mins slower than Mick’s 1986 record of 7 hours 40 mins. It just shows 

what a brilliant time it was. The only excuse we can have is that our average 

age must have been well into the 60’s. 

 Other notable sub 9 hour winners were Neal Heaton, three time winner Ray 

Stevenson (Best winning time was 7 hours 55 minutes), Dave Parry, Gerry 

Orchard and Bob Firth. 

 Dave Allison’s time is from where he took the baton in Cowbar and not the 

bridge, although Bob and Bref did continue onto the bridge a few minutes after 

the baton. 

 Although Paul Haydon took the baton from Vince someway up the CW towards 

Burton Howe, Paul’s time is from when he crossed Juniper Gate. Again Vince 

continued to Juniper gate after passing the baton over, arriving a few minutes 

after Paul. 

 Tom Hodgson who paid an unexpected visit home this weekend suddenly found 

himself running a leg with Ian. A good job he kept the visit quiet otherwise he 

might have found himself on Marjory Bradley to Juniper gate leg. Also Ian and 

Tom on leg 8 encountered some nasty bracken and overshot the cafe which was 

the changeover point and had to backtrack. 

Jon was always a keen supporter of UNICEF, so all the money raised will be donated 

to that charity. If anyone who has not donated and would like to make a contribution 

please pass your donation to Len or Steve before the end of the month. 
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